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Prospects_for Agxriculture in the USSR {in 196k

1. As of mid-February, crop prospects in the USSR appear to he
somevhat better than at the same time a year ago primarily becauss
of & record ayes of fall-sowvn grain end favorshble moisture ¢omditions
in the New ILands® area. Weather during the groving Sesseon will be of
pavromount Mportance in dabemining the size cf the hn.rvast uf both

2, A record area of a.bout 45 million hectares, or 11) million
acres, of vhich gbout half le& winter vhest waa sseded to wintar grains
in the fall of 1963 for harvest in 1964, Extremely dry conditions 4n
the fall in some ayeas, especlally in the Bouthern Ukraine and Moldaviae,
aeffected éeced germination and retarded plant dévelopsent. The Soviets
have already indicated that the dry conditions in the fall of 1963
will necessitate pame xeseeding in the spring of 1964,

3. Following an ebnormslly warm fall in the winter grain areas,
the winter of 1963/64 has been marked by a series of wnmm and cold
spells which has resulted in elternste thawing and freezing. In some
areas, ipadequate shovw cover hae left the grein fields exposed during
some of the celd veather, and some icg crusting hag been noted. - Thus,
fall-sowvn gming in some areas have beéen gubjected to weather eondi-
tions gimilar to those which adversely afPeated the winter grain orop
of 1963. Although a Tass report in late January indicated that the
wopusual vinter, "heg on the whole net caused substantial damege to
the crops,” thepe 18 little doubt that some winterkill has oceurred.

L. In the FNew landa' area, the posaibility that a relatively
good grain crop will be harvested in 1964 is fnervasing. Above normal
precipitation has occurred during the fall and vinter menths, and
indications syé thet moibture reserves at the beglnning of the 1964
crop eeasen in the Few Iends' ares will be good: With pood moléture
conditions at soving fime dn April«t«iay, the Goylets may, inls-n at‘bempt

BxHa 1“6"{215,& 7 fallow to 20 Fore ﬁ ﬁbﬁ" Sve previous j‘m-
Aléated, Shénid they follow throwsh on theiz' stmsinced p’imz o
incresse the area In ¢lesn Pallow the sown area will be reduted
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5. Although veather during the vinter gives scme indication of
the forthcoming harvest, during the groving and hayvesting scason it
is of paramount importance in determining the level of crop production..
Weather during the period May-August ie most crucizl to erop development




and crop conditions and prospects during thie period can change
rapidly. Although some resulte can be expected from incressed use
of fertilizexra cm grain, the progrem to raiee yie.d,ds vill nat bave
a major affect‘. in 196k

6 Cnp:'mt prospectt fof the md.uctien oﬁ‘ }.twatack produets
in 1964 axe nst fuvorsble. A shortage of feed, Whish will continue
the $ixet. part of 196, has remited 45 Xeducsd herds. T
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